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April’s Program is “A  Fishing  Story in  Platt-Deutch  
Translated  into English.”  Bill Bosch will lead us in translat-
ing into English this story written in a dialect of German. The 
story demonstrates German-Russian humor and appears on 
page 152 of Joseph Height’s book, Paradise on the Steppe. 
No knowledge of German is necessary to enjoy this story. 

23rd Year of Publication! 

Proud Potato Peelers Headed by Member Sharon Welder 
(Right) and Her Sister Sheila Kelly from Houston, Texas  

German Dinner # 16—Hard Work & Grit Do It Again 
     The food served at Black Hills Chapter’s March 4th German Dinner 
was felt by many guests to be the best ever, especially the German po-
tato salad and the knoephla. Really, the whole thing got rave reviews 
including Kauk’s German sausage, our sauerkraut and fried onions, 
and good old Grandma’s kuchen. This Dinner’s success would not 

have been possible without 
over 60 volunteers who gave 
freely of their time and energy. 
Thank you in the highest! 
     Volunteers just seemed to 
know what to do but, in reality, 
much planning and groundwork 
had to be done in advance for 
volunteers to be able to do their 
jobs. For that we can thank our 
Dinner Chairman, Steve Ren-
nell, our Volunteer Coordinator, 
Dave Feist, and our Kitchen Su-
pervisor, Leah Rennell.  
     This year, we sold some-
what fewer tickets than previ-
ously, but still we fed about 680 
people, including volunteers, and 
our net profit was a healthy $6,215.  
     A special thanks goes to 
Sharon Beck who is stepping 
down as Dinner Treasurer after 
16 years. We need a volunteer 
to assume the Treasurer’s role. 
Sharon says she will gladly help 
her replacement get off to a good 
start.   (More photos, pages 4 & 5)      
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    Hello to each and every one of you as members of the 
Black Hills Chapter.  I hope all is well with you and that 
you and yours had a very Happy Easter.   
     We have a chapter meeting on April 15th, at 2:00 p.m. 
at Faith Lutheran Church.  Please plan to attend this meet-
ing.  February’s  sausage making program was on a bad 
weather day but 22 people braved the storm anyway.  
Hope our numbers are up for this meeting.  Our program is 
“A Fishing Story in Platt-Deutch Translated into English” 
by Bill Bosch.  We know you will enjoy this is  program because 
Bill does such a good job presenting.  (No, you do not 
have to understand German to appreciate this program).   

     Each year a goal of mine is to get more of our members involved with 
chapter activities.  This might be something as simple as attending a Chapter-
sponsored function such as the School of Mines Cultural Expo or volunteering 
to help with a Chapter activity like the German Dinner. More critically, we al-
ways need people to agree to be on committees and we would love to have 
some new blood on our Board of Directors so think about putting your name 
forward for our next Board election which will be at at our April meeting. We 
especially need someone new to take over as Volunteer Coordinator or as 
Treasurer for our German Dinner.  I know that we are all growing older and it 
is tougher to do things, but your participation would be greatly appreciated.   
     For us to continue as a chapter, we need new members.  I ask again, 
please try your best to ask someone to join our Society.  That is one way we 
can insure our future. 
     We have a great event coming in September!!!!  It is the Music Mission Ki-
ev from Ukraine concert.  Please read the article which gives information 
about that concert.                                                                            Milt Kramer 
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New Easier Chapter 

Web Address: 

www.bhgrhs.org 

Youth Committee Report 
     Our Chapter Essay Contest has received nine entries 
for 2018. One is a middle-school entry from East River, an-
other is a university-level submission, also from East River, 
and seven are high-school entries from Elke Kuegle’s clas-
ses at Douglas High School. We thank Ken Vogele for vis-
iting and speaking to her classes as well as to Oliver Has-
se’s classes at Stevens High School. Thanks also to 
Lianne Geidel for visiting classes at Black Hills Lutheran 
School. Finally, we thank all members who spoke to stu-
dents, teachers or parents about our essay contest. 
     These entries will now be sent to the GRHS contest for 

judging. We use the results of their judging to select our chapter winners. 
Those winners will be awarded trophies, certificates and cash at our June 24 
meeting. If any of our students place first or second in the GRHS contest, they 
will receive additional rewards at the national convention of GRHS in Pierre, 
SD, July 18–21.                                                Bill Bosch, Youth Committee Chair 

School of Mines Cultural Expo. 
     On April 5

th
 and 7

th
, the annual School of Mines Cultural Expo will be held.  

Each year, we invite members to help and/or attend.  If you have not attended 
this event, especially on Saturday, when the food tasting will be, you have 
missed a good event.  Please at least attend on Saturday when each culture 
will have a sample of their food.  It is a lot of fun.  There will (See top page 3)
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(Contd. from page 2) be entertainment, food and 
much more.  The energy and enthusiasm of the uni-
versity student performers is amazing and the eth-
nic food is plentiful and good. There is an admission 
charge on Saturday for the food sampling of $8. 
This is a great event, really, really fun. Please do 
yourself a favor and come and be entertained Sat-
urday the 7th of April.              
     Thursday is student day.  Many schools send a 
group to attend to find out about other cultures.  
We, of course, represent the Germans from Russia.  
At our booth we answer questions about Germany, 
Ukraine, and Russia, and we tell our GR story to as 
many people as possible.                       Milt Kramer  

Music Mission Kiev 
     Our chapter is in a unique position to help or-
ganize and present a world class concert.  On Sep-
tember 16

th
, at 6 pm, at Calvary Lutheran Church, 

the Black Hills will be treated to fabulous Christian 
music by the Kyiv Symphony Orchestra and Cho-
rus. [Ed.: In Russian, the capitol of Ukraine is 
spelled Kiev. In Ukrainian, it is Kyiv.]  Just to tell you 
how good this group is, they have performed at 
Carnegie Hall!!!  Because this group is from Ukraine 
where many of our ancestors lived, the US coordi-
nator (who, by the way, is a South Dakotan from 
Mclaughlin) thought, “what better group to help 
sponsor us than Germans from Russia.”   
     The Mission Statement for MMK is: “The pur-

pose of Music Mission Kiev is to bring the sacred 
masterpieces of classical music to the country of 
Ukraine, proclaiming the Gospel TO and 
THROUGH Ukrainian musicians to the world and 
ministering to the emerging Christian community in 
Ukraine through evangelism, discipleship, music 
education and humanitarian outreach to widows, 
orphans and families of St. Paul’s Church.  During 
the current time of crisis and war we are also bring-
ing significant spiritual and material assistance to 
victims of war and their families.”    

     Of course, to assist with this concert, it will take 
a lot of work.  That is where the members of our 
chapter will be able to help.  The first and probably 
hardest thing will be to provide housing for about 50 
people.  So, we will be asking all who are willing to 
please house one or two members.  Consider this a 
golden opportunity to meet and chat with and learn 
about folks from another culture.  Also, we must 
provide two evening meals for this group.  The Sun-
day night meal will be a potluck.  We will ask mem-
bers to bring a dish or two.  The Monday night meal 
has not yet been determined. I will have more de-
tails at the meeting in April. At our April meeting, 
you will be able to sign up to provide housing and/or 
to make food for the Ukrainians. In so doing, you 
will be furthering the cause of Christianity in Ukraine 
and at the same time providing humanitarian aid to 
Ukrainians in need through MMK.   
     Valentyna and I had the good fortune to attend 
one of their concerts in Kiev when we were in 
Ukraine.  This concert had the full chorus and or-
chestra.  What a performance!!!! Please help with 
this concert in any way you can.             Milt Kramer 

 Membership Report 

     The Black Hills Chapter of 
the Germans from Russia Herit-
age Society is a leader in keep-
ing the Society functioning.  
Here are some examples of our 
leadership: 

•  Supporting the home office 
financially (donations). 

•  Carrying out major projects 
(German Dinner).  

• Holding quality membership meetings (programs). 

• Maintaining strong membership numbers from 
year to year. 

     Let's take a closer look at that last example.  We 
ended the year 2017 with 75 members.  Even 
though we lost a small number of last year's mem-
bers, we made up for that by adding new members 
and maintaining the membership count at 75.  
Thank you, all, for an excellent response to the 
2018 membership renewal process.  However, let's 
not stop there.  Let's make a sincere effort to in-
crease the size of our group.  Consider this:  what 
would happen if every current member would en-
courage just one person or couple to join up with all 
the fine people of the Black Hills Chapter who be-
lieve in “preserving our heritage”?            Del Beck 
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      LIBRARY NEWS 
     The Black Hills Chapter Li-
brary will be open about 1:00 
p.m. before the 2:00 meeting, so 
take some time to browse 
through some of the books to 
see if there is a book that may 
be of interest to you.  (A book or 
two is a wonderful thing to have 
on hand while waiting for the 
soil to warm up in those flower 

and vegetable garden plots!) 
     Lianne Geidel donated the book East Wind by 
Ruth Hunt. In it, Ruth Hunt tells the true story of Ma-
ria Zeitner Linke who was born in the Caucasus re-
gion in 1908 but who moved with her family to Ur-
bach, an agricultural village in the Volga region. The 
book counterposes her idyllic life there as a child 
against her nine grim years in the death camps and 
prisons of Stalin’s Russia following WWII.   
     I plan to display a few books at the chapter 
meeting that may be of interest to some of you who 

enjoy reading or doing research.    Kathy Schneider 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

BH CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS  
APRIL, MAY 

Christal Hexem is BH Chapter’s  
Sunshine Gal 

Call 431-0877 or email:  chexem@midco.net 
with your info or if you know of an illness or special 
occasion. 

Cindy Horning          4/15 
Bonita Ley           4/18 
Mildred Halsey       4/20 
Ken Vogele              5/1 

Dave Feist            5/3 
Christal Hexem      5/4 
Connie Benson          5/5 
Roland Koenig         5/10 

 Dave & Sandy Feist            4/19 
 Allen & Anita Kleinsasser       5/19 

2018 German Dinner Photos 
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2018 German Dinner Photos  
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The Ochsner’s Unusual Escape from 
Communist Russia in 1920           

(excerpted from Cleon Ochsner’s highly    
researched family story, with permission) 

     Peter Ochsner, Sr. (1844 - 1900) [Ed.: Cleon’s great 
grandfather] and his wife Philippine Weikum (1843 - 
1911), lived their entire lives in Russia.  Peter moved 
away from life on the colony of Worms and became a 
very wealthy man, acquiring an estate of over 1800 des-
siatins (4860 acres)    It was located about 95 miles 
north of Odessa and 45 miles northwest of the German 
village of Worms.   
     With the stroke of the pen and without warning, the 
manifestos of Catherine the Great and Alexander I, were 
abrogated on June 4, 1871.  The privileges, which had 
been granted to all German colonists under the manifes-
tos for time eternal were suddenly erased.  The German 
colonists, who were privileged residents, were reduced 
to the status of Russian peasants.  German colonists 
would no longer be exempt from military service and 
from paying taxes.  They could no longer maintain their 
own independent schools.  By 1881 all German schools 
were placed under the authority of the Ministry of Public 
Enlightenment.  There were no more German schools - 
only Russian. 
     It was no doubt painful for Peter Sr. to watch his sis-
ter and uncle’s families and friends in large numbers 
leave Russia.  Peter however, decided to stay on.  He 
had accumulated a large estate through great sacrifice 
and hard work and was not about to walk away.    
     Fortunately Peter Sr. was forward looking and sent 
his two oldest sons, Peter Jr. and Jakob [Ed.: Cleon’s 
grandfather], to school in Switzerland for two years.  
Swiss law permitted foreigners to attend school in Swit-
zerland thereby making them eligible for Swiss citizen-
ship.   This action by Peter Sr. would prove to be ex-
tremely important   since during the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion, Peter Jr. and Jakob and their families would be 
able to escape Russia and to live in Switzerland.  Peter 
Sr’s. two youngest sons, Nikolaus and Heinrich, be-
cause of their ages, could not go to Switzerland, stayed 
in Russia and became Russian subjects.    
     When Peter Sr died in 1900, his large estate was di-
vided among his four sons; .  At this time, there was al-
ready much unrest among the Russian peasants.  Tsar 
Nicholas II had begun his reign in 1894 and was not 
popular among the general population who witnessed 
the excesses and abuses of power.  Nevertheless, the 
Ochsner children continued their lives as if everything 
would be just fine.  Each son received an equal share of 
about 600 dessiatins (approximately 1600 acres).  .    
     To visualize Jakob’s estate, keep in mind that it was 
virtually a self-sufficient operation.  Although the land 
holdings of the Ochsner brothers were extensive, there 
were many landowners whose farming operations were 
much larger.  They were very successful and extremely 

wealthy.  It is therefore understandable that the Ger-
mans were resented by the peasant population.  The 
peasants lived in extreme poverty, while the Germans 
lived in relative luxury. Jakob hired many Russian 
peasants, especially during the summer months, to plant 
and harvest the crops and to do general labor on the 
farm.  Some of the hired men lived with their families 
year round on the estate grounds.  The estate was a 
well-organized operation.  There was a manager in 
charge of the general well-being of each type of li-
vestock.  Jakob employed a livestock tender each for 
the horses, for the cattle, for the pigs, and so on.    
     Jakob also owned his own brick making facility, since 
his land contained good quality clay deposits.    
     It is important to remember that not all Germans lived 
on large estates.  Most lived in villages.  There the colo-
nists did all they could to isolate themselves from the 
Russian population and to remain separate.  Few mar-
riages between Russians and Germans took place.   
     Many Germans, including some members of the 
Ochsner family, remained in Russia and some survived 
the Soviet persecution.  Today they have been largely 
assimilated into Russian society the same as we have 
become a part of American culture.     
     The events described in the following paragraphs are 
probably typical of the treatment that the German-
Russians endured in the period following World War I in 
1918 and following the gruesome assassination of Czar 
Nikolaus II and his entire family.  Fear gripped the Ger-
man colonists at the news of the Czar’s capitulation fol-
lowed by his arrest and later his unfortunate end.  There 
was hope that the German colonists would be allowed to 
continue their way of life as long as the Czar was in po-
wer.  For that reason, the German community always 
gave its support to the Czar.  This support did not mean 
they were necessarily strict royalists, however.  It only 
meant that they knew where their security lay.   By 1917 
all church property was confiscated, seminaries were 
closed and the colonies with German names were given 
Russian names.  Violence such as the confiscation of 
property and summary execution of anyone who re-
sisted, or at the very least immediate arrest and deporta-
tion to Siberia, were daily occurrences.  Undisciplined 
bands of Bolsheviks, forming the Red Army, marched 
from village to village pillaging, killing and burning pro-
perty.  
     As Jakob and the members of the family heard of 
these atrocities, they decided to prepare for the worst.  
They could never be sure when the Reds would enter 
the estate and demand that they leave.  The lives of the 
men were especially in danger since any and every ex-
cuse was being used to execute them.  A relative had 
already been shot for refusing to give up the keys to his 
buildings while his wife was forced to watch.    
     For the time being, at least, the inhabitants of the col-
onies were not being threatened by the Bolsheviks; that 
would come later.  Jakob, with the (Contd., next page)

Escape from Russia, 1920  
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Escape from Russia, 1920  

(Contd. from page 6)    help of some trusted employees, 
left his estate and took with him to Worms two teams of 
horses, four cows, a wagon, some clothing, a little jewel-
ry, a samovar and some important documents.  They 
also had a considerable amount of cash which was 
quickly losing most of its value. 
     Soon after, things changed abruptly on the Jakob 
Ochsner family when one day in early 1918 a group of 
four or five men came into the farmyard and demanded 
the keys to all buildings.  Everything now belonged to 
the state for the benefit of everyone.    
     The Revolution intensified; the Red Army grew in 
strength, military officers were executed, property was 
confiscated and burned.  Tsar Nicholas II and his entire 
family were slaughtered.  Panic gripped the entire re-
gion.  The colonists lived in fear as the hostilities ap-
proached the German colonies.  There was no longer a 
safe haven anywhere.  The Germans, who were able to 
leave, did so; those who could not, endured the wrath of 
the Bolshevik hordes and many colonists perished..    
     The Ochsners stayed in Worms for about one year, 
always hoping that one day soon they would be able to 
return to their beloved farm.  World War I ended in 1918 
and with Allied intervention in Russia’s Civil War, there 
was hope that things would stabilize.  Instead the situa-
tion deteriorated and Jakob decided to take the family to 
Odessa.  The Swiss consul general in Odessa, Mr. 
Wye, who was often a hunting guest of Jakob and his 
wife Klara, warned them on several occasions to leave.  
One can imagine how reluctant Jakob was to leave his 
land.  There was still the outside chance that things 
would suddenly improve, and Jakob wanted to be near-
by to reclaim his property.  A lull in hostilities led Jakob 
to return to Worms in the summer of 1919.  Hope was 
short lived, however, as the colony was attacked and 
the men had to defend themselves against lawless 
bands that continued to roam through out the country 
robbing and killing.  The German farmers and a few 
Russian peasants mustered a small collection of shot-
guns and rifles to defend themselves against these at-
tacks .  Some of the German defenders were killed and 
a few were wounded in the battle at the village of Kolos-
sowka.  The Bolsheviks were much better equipped with 
machine guns and artillery and soon overran the villa-
gers. After more killing they burned the village and left.  
The family was however fortunate that no one was killed 
or arrested.  They managed to escape and decided to 
leave for Odessa to face the reality that this time there 
would be no returning to their home.    
     Jakob and Klara once more depended on the good-
ness of relatives while they waited for transportation out 
of Russia.  They stayed with an aunt and a cousin.  Dur-
ing the period after World War I, French troops were in 
Odessa trying to maintain some type of order and peace 
between the warring factions.  The Ochsners would look 
out of the window from the family quarters several times 
each day to check who was on guard at the post office.  

If the French Foreign Legion soldier from Senegal was 
on guard, the family felt fairly secure.  The family knew 
that the French were still there and that another day had 
been granted them.  One morning when they looked 
out, however, they saw the bright red banners of the 
Bolsheviks flying and the French were gone.  
     Fear gripped them, not only because the Bolsheviks 
were now in control, but because of additional disturbing 
news they had heard a few days earlier.  Waldemar 
Ochsner, who was imprisoned by the Bolsheviks, was 
able to get a message to Jakob that his family was in 
grave danger.  He saw Jakob’s and his brother, Peter 
Jr.’s names on a list of persons to be arrested.  The fa-
mily was later informed that Waldemar was executed,       
     The news of impending arrests prompted quick ac-
tion.  There would be no turning back.  Jakob Ochsner 
and his family would leave, not only Russia, but also 
many family members forever.   The land, the brick fac-
tory, Jakob’s beloved orchard, loyal employees, perso-
nal goods like Klara’s Steinway piano, brothers, sisters 
and a host of friends.  All gone!  They escaped with their 
lives and for that they were grateful.  Only one son, Er-
win, would not accompany them.  As a final act of 
kindness, Jakob left some money with an acquaintance 
to take care of the old keeper of the keys who was with 
the family during this ordeal.  It will, of course, never be 
known whether any of it was ever put to that use or if 
the old man survived.  
     It was now urgent that they leave. The Swiss consul, 
by the name of Herr Wye, was instrumental in obtaining 
transportation for the Jakob and Peter Ochsner families 
at the port of Odessa.  Jakob’s family boarded a small 
ship that was the former yacht of a Bulgarian prince.  It 
had been captured by the French during the First World 
War.  The friendship that Jakob had earlier established 
with Herr Wye now resulted in saving the family mem-
ber’s lives.  Although Peter and his family could not get 
on board this ship, they followed about ten days later on 
another vessel pressed into service to transport as ma-
ny refugees as possible out of the country. 
     In January of 1920 the small ship with around sixty 
persons on board, sailed down the Black Sea and 
through the Bosporus.  They were required to spend two 
weeks in quarantine upon their arrival in Constantinople 
in Turkey.  They spent this period in the city of Galata 
opposite Constantinople, on the Asiatic side of the Bos-
porus.  After they completed the quarantine period, they 
continued their journey via another ship to Marseilles in 
France.  From Marseilles they traveled by train to   Swit-
zerland.  About ten days later the Peter Ochsner family 
also arrived in Switzerland and reported that when they 
left there was widespread rioting in the streets of Odes-
sa.  With pictures of death and destruction in their minds 
and of family and friends left behind, the Jakob and Pe-
ter Ochsner families tried to put their lives back together 
in Switzerland. Jacob and his family would later emi-
grate to America. 
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Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application  

  

Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives 
  
  

   
  

Date_______________________      New Member______    Renewal Member______ 

Name or Names (if husband and wife)___________________________________________________________________ 

Maiden Name________________________________Birthday__________________Anniversary____________________ 
                                                                                                                
Street Address______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________________________________State________________Zip________________________ 
 
Phone #________________________Email Address_______________________________________________________ 
 
Please list me as a member of Black Hills Chapter        (or another Chapter___________________________________) 
 
Ancestral Villages in Russia___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Annual Membership Fee   $65.    (Membership Fees are due annually on January 1.) 
Life membership Fee   $1300.      (You may pay Life Fee all at once or in not less than five annual payments of $260. ) 
 
Attached is my remittance of _____________________.  
  
  

I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter by Email______or by US Mail_____ or Neither______  
  

Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications and renewals to Rachel 
Schmidt, GRHS Library & Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the 
GRHS website at www.grhs.org .  

GRHS Application 

48th Annual 
GRHS  

Convention, 
Pierre, SD 
July 18-21 
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